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Mongolian Frost Ring

Dendrochronologists use overlapping tree ring sequences from trees and wood in many locations around the world to
reconstruct a detailed history of the Earth's climate for the past several thousand years. The rings in this image are
from a Siberian pine in Mongolia and cover the years 534 - 539 CE. In response to a sudden cooling in the northern
hemisphere, sap in the wood cells froze and exploded like popcorn during the growing season of 536. The narrow ring
for 537 also implies cold weather.
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/events/lamont/PublicLectures/ElectronMicroscope.html
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The year without a summer
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Darkness

| had a dream, which was not all a dream.

The bright sun was extinguish’d, and the stars
Did wander darkling in the eternal space,
Rayless, and pathless, and the icy earth

Swung blind and blackening in the moonless air;

Morn came and went — and came, and brought no day;, ...

LLoad Byron, June 1816, Lake Geneva



